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de Maintenon being gained over, the King was induced
to listen to the project. As soon as his consent wa&
gained to it another scheme was added to the first. This
was to profit by the disorder in which the Spanish Low
Countries were thrown, and to make them revolt against
the Imperials at the very moment when the affairs of
Scotland would bewilder the allies, and deprive them of
all support from England. Bergheyck, a man well ac-
quainted with the state of those countries, was consulted,
and thought the scheme good. He and the Due de Ven~
dome conferred upon it in presence of the King.

After talking over various matters, the discussion fell
upon the Meuse, and its position with reference to Maes-
tricht. Vendome held that the Meuse flowed in a cer-
tain direction. Bergheyck opposed him. Vend6me>
indignant that a civilian should dare to dispute military
movements with him, grew warm. The other remained
respectful and cool, but firm. VendSme laughed at Ber-
gheyck, as at an ignorant fellow who did not know the
position of places." Bergheyck maintained his point.
Vendome grew more and more hot. If he was right,,
what he proposed was easy enough; if wrong, it was im-
possible. It was in vain that Vendome pretended to
treat with disdain his opponent, Bergheyck was not to be
put down, and the King, tired out at last with a discus-
sion upon a simple question of fact, examined the maps.
He found at once that Bergheyck was right. Any other
than the King would have felt by this what manner of
man was this general of his taste, of his heart, and of
his confidence; any other than Vendome would have been
confounded; but it was Bergheyck in reality who was so,,
to see the army in such hands and the blindness of the
King for him! He was immediately sent into Flanders
to work up a revolt, and he did it so well, that success-
seemed certain, dependent, of course, upon success in
Scotland.

The preparations for the invasion of that country were
at once commenced. Thirty vessels were armed at Dun-
kerque and in the neighboring ports. The Chevalier de
Forbin was chosen to command the squadron. Four
thousand men were brought from Flanders to Dunkerque;.